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Fhe ‘legend’ of Lee Harvey Oswald 




One or the most important 
.hooks of 1978. Edward Jay 
Epstein’s "Lc|;eiul," raises 
several uncomfortable ques- 
tions about the assassina- 
tion of John E. Kennedy, 
and indirectly about SALT. 
Now that the House Commit- 
tee on Assassinations re- 
ports that '‘probably” a sec- 
ond gunman fired a shot in 
addition to the three shots 
fired by. Lee Harvey Oswald. 
Epstein’s research on Os- 
wald gains new signifi- 
cance. 

Witnesses at the residence 
of Gen. Edwin A. Walker, at 
whom 0 single shot was 
fired by Lee Harvey Oswald 
seven months before the 
Kennedy assassination, re- 
ported that two men left the 
scene of the shooting in two 
cars. If Oswald worked with 
another assassin on that 
occasion, might he not also 
have done so on Nov. 22, 
1963? Could this assistant 
have been the second assas- 
sin hypothesized by the 

House committee? 

Oswald was not what he 
appeared to be. Epstein 
shows convincing evidence 
that Oswald was a dedicated 
communist from the age of 
15, that Oswald began study- 
ing Russian while he was a 
Marine in Japan, that Os- 
wald had extensive contacts 
with Japanese communists, 
and probably, too, with the 
KGB in Japan. • 

Oswald was a radar plot- 


did top secret map work for 
the Defense Department, 
where he had access to the 
names of Russian and Chi- 
nese places superimposed 
on aerial surveillance maps. 

Oswald was set up in 
Dallas by a notorious figure 


months, a highly placed 
Soviet official at the II. N. has 
defected to the U.S. Often 
such defections occur when 
the Soviets wish to plant 
false information. 


Almost simultaneously, a 


ter for all Allied air opera- 
tions in the Pacific, and had 
invaluable . information 
about Allied air power, 
procedures, patterns and 
operations. At the trial of U- 
2 pilot Francis Gary Powers, 

shot down over the U.S.S.R;, Danas Dy o noiunuua ». B u.v 
‘ some months after Oswald’s in inlet national espionage, top CIA expci t on So l 
arrival in Moscow, Oswald George de Mohrenschildt, strategic arms capabilities 
' was conspicuously present. who later committed suicide John Arthur Paisl .y, •>* 

Oswald had planned his during a break while an- pcared from his si Go P on 
defection to Moscow In 1959 swering questions Epstein Possibly not 

for almost a year. It is possi- put to him. |® ler * a ” ody : 

blc that he made the last leg • Early In 1964, after Kennc- his. was found. According to 
of his trip on a KGB private dy ’ S assassination, a defec- 
plane. Moreover, he re- tor from the KGB showed in 
ceived high privileges while Geneva whose mission 
in the U.S.S.R.. mingling seemed to be to deny any 
with the top elite under the contact between the KGB ' *“«“ C 
•special protection of the re- fln d Oswald. Many in the CIA are' “pfficS wTin cLrec 
gional head of the secret po- believed that this defector Wes. Paisley was ^tn n a gc 
lire • _ v ur i Nosenko _ was a of providing top secret oriei 

Before his sudden return plant. His story contained ‘ n |= t0 . the ^soviet n™ 
to the United States, Oswald glaring discrepancies and •®^'“ a r “"f h |{ 1 i ? ip 5 s ° p aislev 
.wrote a fake story - a "leg- Lme outright lies. In recent » 

end" — about his experi-. years, Nosenko has been ac- was a frequent is 
ences in Russia. In reality, cepted as a genuine defector Nosenko s home in No 
he was given .plenty’ of and works closely with the Carolina,... 
money in the U.S.S.R., a CIA. Many who mistrusted j it possible that the sud- 

him have lost .their jobs at 15 "Plained death of 

the CIA; many who trusted related to the 

hlm H r Lp°ri A "inside out " defection of the Soviet diplo- 
turned the CIA inside out. m>t at , Ke U N i t0 the satel- 

aC h happens that the W Pe?.^ation. and to 


reached. It appears that the 
Soviets hove known for 
some time how our satellite 
verification system works 
and how to deceive it. It also 
appears that they can inllu- 
enco from within our top-, 
level perception of their 
capabilities. We do not, I 
think, wish to bo at their 
mercy. 
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Tad Szulc in The New York 
Times Sunday Magazine 
(Jan. 7), the ends of the fin-; 
gers were mutilated. The 
; fingerprint files for Paisley. 
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beautiful apartment, a rifle 
club, < many attractive 
women, access to the society 
of the elite; He also, appar- 
ently, had special KGB train- 
ing. Suddenly, he asked to i; 


come home. , •*- Nosenko case touches two 

) .. He was never formally de- others. A high Russian dou- 
briefed by the CIA or FBI ble agent at the United Na- 
after he returned. He tions, code name "Fedora, 
changed residence often, ‘V; who reported directly to J. 
sometimes monthly, disap- v Edga r Hoover, assured Hoo- 
peared periodically, and — * ver that Nosenko was genu- 
amazingly — found work in i ne and was telling the truth 
a photographic shop which 2 bout Oswald, in recent 


Nosenko? Who killfed Pais-| 
ley? Which side?, Why? 

The possibility that the 
KGB has penetrated the 
highest levels of U.S. intelli- 
gence must be faced, and the 
question resolved, before a 
SALT agreement can be 


